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Ventilation
Systems:
Will they protect
your workers
and patrons from
tobacco smoke?
Several establishments are
looking into using air cleaners

When It Comes to Clearing the Air,
There Is Only One Option.
Several tobacco companies are promoting various ventilation systems as a way to counter the growing
trend toward creating smoke-free work places and public places. For example, Philip Morris is
promoting a ventilation program called “Options” which was first created in the late 1980s. Philip Morris
is partnering with various ventilation consultants, manufacturers, and hospitality-industry organizations
in an effort to create the perception that ventilation can address the issue of secondhand smoke.
Here in Colorado Philip Morris is funding a group called Colorado Indoor Air Coalition, which includes
the Colorado Restaurant Association and the Colorado Hotel & Lodging Association as members.
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The best solution — and the most economical solution to the problem —
is to eliminate smoking in confined spaces.
For more information on ventilation systems and tobacco smoke contact GASP, at
303/444-9799, or visit www.GASPforair.org on the Internet.
Information about the tobacco industry’s accommodation program, peaceful-coexistence campaign,
and other tactics can be found at www.no-smoke.org.
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Clearing the Air
About Ventilation Systems
Ventilation systems and air filtration devices may help clear some tobacco smoke, but none
can effectively clear all the toxic gases and poisons in secondhand smoke.
These devices may pose a hidden danger by creating a false sense of security for
businesses seeking to reduce the health risk of secondhand smoke and potential lawsuits
stemming from exposure to secondhand smoke.
The U.S. Surgeon General, the Environmental Protection Agency, the National Cancer
Institute, and other agencies agree that the technology for the cost-effective filtration
of tobacco smoke from the air is currently not available.
The best solution – and the most economical solution to the problem –
is to eliminate smoking in confined spaces.
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